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“The Foreign Media Coverage in Arabic of the Phenomenon of Irregular
Migration”

Researchers:
Safaa Karah Mohammad Mourad
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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the media policies of foreign government-owned Arabic-speaking media outlets regarding
irregular migration, to reveal the characteristics of this coverage aimed at the Arab audience, and to identify the prominent
criteria used to form stereotypes of irregular migrants. The study employed a descriptive methodology and a literature review,
classifying the reviewed works into two themes: irregular migration in Western media and the role of political, cultural,
economic, and demographic factors in shaping media discourse—the sample comprised studies published in peer-reviewed
journals from 2015 to 2025. The literature review confirmed that media coverage is shaped by discursive frameworks
reflecting the official orientations of foreign government-owned satellite channels. Variations in the angles of presentation
were linked to political, cultural, and economic factors. The coverage's main characteristic is divergent framing influenced
by geopolitics: security and legislative framing predominate in the channels of host countries. In contrast, humanitarian
aspects and migrants' rights are emphasized in others. The study concluded that Arabic-speaking international media is not
neutral but functions as a strategic tool for the owning states. Its strategic role is to frame migration to serve its geopolitical
interests, either by focusing on human suffering to mobilize sympathy or by highlighting security and economic challenges
to justify strict policies toward irregular migration.

Keywords: Irregular Migration, Migrants, International Media, Media Coverage, Satellite Channels.
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